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Has anyone had to respond to a client in reference to conforming  to the California 
Proposition 65? And if so are what types of printing supplies and chemicals are you 
finding on the list of items that need to be identified? 
 
 

 
Among the chemicals on the Prop 65 list that could be used in printing are chromium compounds, 
cumene,  toluene, ethylbenzene, and some glycol ethers.  There are many others that can be 
found in specialty inks, cleaners, and maintenance products.  To identify specific chemicals used 
in your operations, use the search at  https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/proposition-65-list.  If 
you download the pdf version or Excel file, you can search by CAS number, which is a more 
reliable means of identifying chemicals than relying on names/synonyms.  
 
Cheryl Moran   
SCS Engineers  
608-216-7325 (W) 
cmoran@scsengineers.com 
 
 

 
In comparing the Prop 65 list to our chemistries in-house we found 2 chemicals within our Prep 
Department that were on the list but due to our printing process it is impossible for the chemistry 
to transfer from the Prep area all the way through to the Finishing area thus eliminating the 
possibility for contamination.  This also eliminated the issue of the warning label requirement for 
our product.  We worked through our environmental consultant who completed the chemical 
comparison for the Prop 65. 
 
 

 
Has anyone had to respond to a client in reCalifornia Proposition 65ference to conforming  to the 
California Proposition 65?  
Yes, because we sell in California. 
 
And if so are what types of printing supplies and chemicals are you finding on the list of items that 
need to be identified? 
Fountain solutions and washes.  Components of solvents and components of chelators 
used in fountain solutions and washes are on the Prop 65 list. There are others, but these 
are the most common ones. 
 
 

 
 
  

https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/general-info/proposition-65-plain-language
https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/general-info/proposition-65-plain-language
https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/proposition-65-list
https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/general-info/proposition-65-plain-language
https://oehha.ca.gov/proposition-65/general-info/proposition-65-plain-language


2 

 
We have several customers that have asked over the years for this compliance documentation. 
This year, we have at least two that have had to do some major copy and plate changes to 
incorporate the Prop 65 statement on their packaging. We provide flexographic printed PE, PP 
and PET bags and films. There are not any real issues with the substrates and, for many years 
now, the inks no longer contain any of the heavy metals of concern. We provide, upon request, a 
statement that contains the following: 
 
Continuing Guaranty of Compliance with Proposition 65 
 
This is to inform you that our suppliers have certified that the ingredients used to 
manufacture the products including the films, tapes, zipper, printing inks and solvents we provide 
to you do not contain any substance listed pursuant to the California Safe Drinking Water and 
Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986 (Proposition 65) in an amount that would require a warning to 
buyer’s employees or others using the products. 
 
 
We have had similar requests for TPCH (CONEG) as well as TIPP: 
 
Continuing Guaranty of Compliance with TPCH Regulations 
 
This is to inform you that our suppliers have certified that the ingredients used to manufacture the 
products including the films, tapes, zipper, printing inks and solvents we provide to you are 
formulated to exclude the intentional addition of colorants based on the chemistries of lead, 
hexavalent chromium, cadmium, or mercury in compliance with the Toxics in Packaging 
Clearinghouse (TPCH) as established by the Coalition of Northeastern Governors (CONEG). 
 
We further certify the sum of the incidental concentration levels of lead, mercury, cadmium and 
hexavalent chromium present in any package or package component does not exceed 100 parts 
per million by weight. 
 
We will maintain adequate documentation of this certification for inspection upon request. 
 
Continuing Guaranty of Compliance with TIPP Regulations 
 
This is to inform you that our suppliers have certified that the ingredients used to manufacture the 
products including the films, tapes, zipper, printing inks and solvents we provide to you are 
formulated to exclude the intentional addition of colorants based on the chemistries of lead, 
hexavalent chromium, cadmium, or mercury in compliance with the Toxics in Packaging 
Prevention Act (TPCH) as established by the California Department of Toxic Substances Control 
(DTSC). 
 
We further certify the sum of the incidental concentration levels of lead, mercury, 
Cadmium, and hexavalent chromium present in any package or package component does not 
exceed 100 parts per million by weight.  
 
We will maintain adequate documentation of this certification for inspection upon request. 
 
 
We also have documents, being a supplier of plastics, for Bisphenol (BPA) and Pthalates (DBP, 
DIBP, etc), which are also on the list. Hope this helps. 
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[1] The really short answer - 
 
The following is a recommended warning label for your products sent or sold into California: 
 
WARNING: This Product may contain chemicals known to the state of California to cause 
cancer, birth defects or other reproductive harm.  
 

 
[2] The longer answer - 
 
Your suppliers should provide you with statements concerning the inks, pigments, glues and 
other products which just as chemical manufacturers provide MMSD sheets.  Contact your 
suppliers for their statements regarding product compliance with CA Prop 65.  Keep them on file. 
 
 
[3] The Really long answer - 

 
The Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986, Proposition 65, requires consumer 
product warnings for products shipped to California that contain chemicals known to the 
State of California to include carcinogens or reproductive toxins unless such chemicals are 
present below established Safe Harbor Levels or are shown to be present in unharmful 
concentrations.  
 
Reading the bold print...the requirement is ONLY for products shipped to California.  And only 
when containing chemicals KNOWN to cause cancer, else it can be ignored if found in Safe 
Harbor levels (unharmful) which, by the way, have not be clearly defined for most chemicals by 
CA authorities! 
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California Proposition 65 (Prop 65)— 

New Warning Requirements 
 

 

 

Starting August 30, 2018, businesses that sell 
consumer goods to Californians will be subject to new 
warning requirements. 
 

Through its one-of-a-kind labeling law, California 
regulates thousands of businesses, whether through e-
commerce or retail outlets in the state. The changes to 
the warning requirements under Proposition 65 (Prop 
65) have triggered a lot of questions and requests for 
compliance guarantees and statements by print 
customers.  
 

Prop 65 was enacted in 1987 and the compliance requirements have not 
changed. The duty to warn employees and the general public about exposure to 
over 800 chemicals that are carcinogenic or pose reproductive hazards above the 
“no significant risk level” or safe harbor level has been the cornerstone of the 
regulations.  
 

To read more about Prop 65 warning requirements and compliance, please visit 
our blog for detailed information. 
 

If you have any questions about Prop 65, please contact Gary Jones, Assistant 
Vice President, Environmental, Health, and Safety at 412-259-1794 or email 
gjones@printing.org. 
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